TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS*   SCHOOL

round a template of his favourite animal, e.g. a dog.
He can then fill in the outline of the shape with a
coloured or black pencil, using short even strokes to
fill the space. His first efforts will be rough and untidy-
looking from an adult's point of view, but his own
pleasure in the result will carry him forward until he
achieves a considerable degree of skill in filling in the
outline with even strokes.

Side by side with the drawing, we can show the chil-
dren how to make *' dog's" name with flat wooden
letters. These are placed below the drawing, and the
child draws round each in turn and fills in the outline
as suggested above.

By the time he has completed his picture book, he
will not only have gained in muscular control, but will
also have made acquaintance in a natural and informal
manner with the names and shapes of a good many
letters.

For many children plastic material is a preferred
mode of activity. We can sometimes suggest objects to
be modelled, and then show the children how' to
model the names of the objects by laying out little rolls
of plasticene in the form of the letters. Making their
own names in plasticene is another favourite occupation
of children.

Motive for using this newly acquired muscular skill
arises through the simple centres of interest, such as the
preparation of labels, shop tickets, posters (see Plate VI)
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